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picture of the general conclusions as to the actual nature
of weather to which meteorologists have been led.

Many books have been written on storms and climate,
but none on everyday weather. The whole of this work
is devoted to weather, in the tropics as well as in the
temperate zone.

This volume is not a mere compilation of existing
knowledge, for the results of many of the author's original
and unpublished researches are included in its pages*
Such, for instance, as the explanation of many popular
prognostics; the elucidation of the general principles of
reading the import of cloud-forms; the classification of
those cases in which the motion of tho barometer fails to
foretell correctly the coming weather; and the character
of that kind of rainfall which is not indicated in any way
by isobaric maps.

Most of the charts are derived from tho publications
of various meteorological offices; but almost all the
diagrams have been drawn for this work, or have only
appeared in some of the author's papers.

Every endeavour has been made to do justice to the
discoverers of any new principle, but it has not been
considered necessary to give references to all the original
authorities in a popular work.

To those who have only known meteorology as a dull
branch of statistics, the perusal of these pages may
perhaps open a new prospect in science, and a new vision
to the mind.